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“The death of a young Vieques resident last April brought the situation to the point of no return.”

— Pusle Aeoo Gow, Pedng Rosselo
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In the telling

50 years of resentment and prejudices
ol over in the struggle between
Vieques residents and the U.S. Navy
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ident unleashes
years of resentment

Reported and written by Darrin Mortenson

avid Sanes Rodriguer. 35, reported to work at
D I pom on Apnl 19, 1999, for s fonely but cnin-

cally important job: He pateolled the grounds of
the observation post on Cerro Matias ai the Navy's
Allantie Fleet "|"r'|.‘a|1-c|-u|:~ lr:|i1|i||!.' Fﬂ.ci“l:.'. |.'1bu|:ki||.j.: the
security of fences, gates and surmounding banldings

TWis d:l'_'.'h, wialked the 'rdl.'illl.!r'lh PETIMELET, |ELE Were rodr-
mg above the clouds, and the air was filled with the
sound of explosions as Navy pilois unleashed their pay-
loads on a target out on the range.

Sancs’ fricnds say he wis prowd bo work for the Mavy as

a civilian guard, one of the best-paying jobs on the island.
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“He loved the Mavy. He hoved 1o sit up thiere and watch

the exercises. He was always fascinated by it

* said for-

mer schoolmate and softhall teammate Juan Craz
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